
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Busters Book Club 

Buster’s Book Club is an engagement tool that excites children to read more through a triple 
challenge. Most reading support is delivered on an individual basis but their reading reward scheme 
issues prizes on the basis of class effort. This means that they generate significant peer to peer 
encouragement as everyone in the class needs to make an effort for a class to win. 

Every week the Reading Class of the Week trophy is presented to the class top or most improved for 
reading – that is usually sufficient to encourage home reading. 

Once a month all the classes in the school are competing against neighbouring schools and the class 
top or most improved in the district win tickets to a leisure attraction such as castles, nature 
reserves, swim vouchers or ice skating. This is repeated monthly. 

Super challenges are also staged with the class top or most improved for reading in the county 
winning a visit from a celebrity storyteller or professional storyteller. 

And the final part of the triple challenge is where all the children involved in the region collectively 
have to aim to read more than one million minutes over the course of the academic year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Jolly Phonics 

Jolly Phonics is a comprehensive programme, based on the proven, fun and muliti-sensory synthetic 

phonics method that gets children reading and writing from an early age. This means that we teach 

letter sounds as opposed to the alphabet. These 42 letter sounds are phonic building blocks that 

children, with the right tools, use to decode the English language. When reading a word, they 

recognise the letters and blend together the respective sounds; when writing a word, they identify 

the sounds and write down the corresponding letters. These skills are called blending and 

segmenting. These are two of the five skills that children need to master phonics: 

 

1.  Learning the letter sounds: 

Children are taught 42 letter sounds, which is a mix of alphabet sounds (1 sound – 1 letter) 

and digraphs (1 sound – 2 letters) such as sh, th, ai and ue.  Using a multi-sensory approach 

each letter sound is introduced with fun actions, stories and songs. 

 

We teach the letter sounds in 7 groups of 6 letters at a pace of 4-5 sounds a week. Children 

can start reading after the first group of letters have been taught and should have been 

introduced to all the 42 letter sounds after 9 weeks at school. 

 

2.  Learning letter formation: 

This is taught alongside the introduction of each letter sound. Typically, children will learn 

how to form and write the letters letter down during the course of the lesson. 

 

3. 3: Blending: 

Once the first few letter sounds are learnt; children begin blending the sounds together to 

help them read and write new words 

4. Segmenting: 
When children start reading words, they also need to start identifying the phonic 
components that make the word sound the way it does. By teaching blending and 
segmenting at the same time children become familiar with assembling and breaking down 
the sounds within words. 
 

5. Tricky words 
These are words with irregular parts, such as ‘who’ and ‘I’. Children learn these as 
exceptions to the rules of phonics. Introducing the common tricky words early in the year 
increases reading fluency (as they frequently occur in those first simple sentences you might 
expect them to read). 

 

 



 

 

 

Nessy 

Nessy has been making fun, educational software for children since 1999 and has developed a 
reputation for exceptional quality. Nessy offers the complete dyslexia aware solution with a suite of 
multisensory products aimed at making learning to read, write and spell fun. 

Nessy believes that if children have fun then learning becomes more memorable. Where children 
play games the increased level of engagement leads to dramatic improvements. 

The program has been used successfully since 1999, with 100,000s of children around the world. 
During that time, it has proved to be one of the most effective teaching systems ever created. It was 
designed for students aged 6-11 years, although many older students and adults have found the 
program helpful.  

There are 100 lessons packed with video strategies, motivating games and 1000s of supporting 
printable worksheets and card games. Each student learns independently and at their own pace, 
gradually building confidence. The program starts with a fun assessment that identifies exactly 
where the student needs help, then guides them through target lessons.   

Equally, many thousands of parents have used Nessy without a specialist teacher, to help their 
children at home. The incremental structure systemically develops phonemic awareness, phonics, 
blending and segmentation, sight words, reading fluency, spelling, vocabulary and comprehension. 
 

 How it Works 

• Assessment Tools: Students begin by taking the Nessy Challenge to establish their baseline 
reading and spelling ability. The program then automatically assigns personalised reading 
and spelling targets. 

• Reporting: Reporting delivers performance data and analysis in a simple to understand 
format, and colour-coding allows teachers to immediately identify and target areas of 
individual difficulty. What’s more, the initial evaluation helps to create a baseline score upon 
which progress is measured. 

• Individualised Approach: Working independently, students’ progress through a series of 
strategy videos, games and worksheets to complete their personal targets. 

• Rewards: Student progress is rewarded by completing fun game-like activities that then 
unlock new games, characters and magical worlds. 

• Development: After completing initial targets, students are reassessed, and new targets are 
set. Students continue working through the ten islands rapidly developing essential reading 
& spelling skills, whilst having fun! 

• Strategies: Within the animations, Nessy embeds memory strategies that help students 
encode important rules. 

 



 

 

 

 

Reading Eggs 

Reading Eggs makes the learning to read journey fun, interactive, and highly rewarding for ages 2-13 

and it’s based on solid scientific research. 

The multi-award winning early learning resource supports your child’s learning to read journey with 

carefully designed online reading games and activities that are easy to follow, self-paced, and highly 

engaging for young learners. 

Reading Eggs is based on solid scientific research. Using the five essential keys to reading success, 

the programme unlocks all aspects of learning to read for your child, focusing on a core curriculum 

of phonics and phonemic awareness, sight words, vocabulary, comprehension, and reading for 

meaning. 

1. Phonemic awareness 

The ability to hear and manipulate the different sounds in words. 

Children develop phonemic awareness by learning about sounds (phonemes), syllables and words. 
Reading Eggs teaches phonemic awareness using a sequential series of skill-building activities that 
increase sound awareness. 
From the earliest lessons in Reading Eggs, your child will learn to recognise rhyme, match letters and 
sounds, and listen to how sounds work to make words. 

2. Phonics 

Recognising the connection between letters and the sounds they make. 

Phonics is the process of mapping the sounds in words to written letters. This is a very important 
reading skill that all children need, and features constantly throughout the Reading Eggs 
programme. 

Your child will learn how to decode words into sounds and encode sounds into words when they 
write and spell. This all happens within a wide range of activities that feel like games, to keep your 
child interested and engaged as they practise. Each lesson ends with a book matched to your child’s 
current ability, which lets them enjoy the thrill of reading on their own. 

3. Vocabulary 

Understanding the meaning of words, their definitions, and their context. 

Having an ever increasing vocabulary is a fundamental part of academic success. The more words we 
know, the better we are at reading and understanding the texts that we read. 

Reading Eggs increases the number of words your child understands and uses as part of their 
working vocabulary. Your child will be introduced to new words throughout the Reading Eggs lessons 
with visual supports to provide context and boost retention levels. 



 

4. Reading Comprehension 

Understand the meaning of text – both in story books and information books. 

To build active reading comprehension skills, Reading Eggs uses activities that scaffold your child’s 
understanding with a wide range of pre-reading activities to ignite their thinking. They will progress 
from learning words and their meanings to reading for meaning, moving from learning to read to 
reading to learn. 

5. Fluency 

The ability to read aloud with speed, understanding and accuracy. 

Fluency is crucial for children as they build their reading skills. Reading Eggs achieves this 
through instructional activities that build children’s reading stamina. Just like any exercise 
programme where your fitness increases over time, reading is a skill that needs time, effort and 
regular practice. 
 
Reading Eggs makes this easy with a comprehensive programme that takes your child from being a 
non-reader, all the way through to reading long chapter books. The depth of the programme means 
that your child can continue their journey for as long as they need. Reading Eggs enables children to 
learn to read, and then helps them improve by building real, long term reading skills, empowering 
them to become lifelong readers and learners. 
 


